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PRESS RELEASE
CARIBBEAN BLUE FLAG PILOT PHASE LAUNCHED

May 24, 2002

Bridgetown, Barbados:  Seven countries in the region have recently joined together for the Pilot Phase of the new regional beach certification programme named Blue Flag Caribbean.  Thirty-seven representatives from Jamaica, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, the Bahamas, Antigua and Barbuda, and Martinique met to formally launch the Project at a Meeting and Workshop held in the Dominican Republic at the Hotel Club Viva Dominicus in Bayahibe March 23-25, 2002.  

The Workshop was organized by the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) the Caribbean Conservation Association (CCA) and the Caribbean Hotel Association’s Caribbean Alliance for Sustainable Tourism (CAST).  The three agencies make up the Caribbean Consortium that is responsible for overseeing the development of the Blue Flag in the region.

Mecedes Silva, CTO coordinator of the Meeting, observed that “The enthusiastic participation and high level presentations of Pilot Country delegates demonstrated the willingness of Caribbean countries to embrace environmentally friendly management systems for our most precious treasure: our beaches. One of the most positive aspects of this initiative is that it requires the involvement of local NGO’s to guarantee the sustainability of the Campaign.”

Specially invited guests who addressed the delegates were Finn Bolding Thomsen of Denmark who is the Coordinator of the International Blue Flag programme; Concepcion Pinero, Blue Flag Coordinator for Spain; Alessandra Vanzella, UNEP Programme Officer in Jamaica; and Thomas Edmund, Technical Specialist with the Quality Tourism for the Caribbean (QTC) project.  The countries reported on their initial progress and demonstrated that they have already done much to organise the necessary legal operational frameworks to implement the Campaign. The delegates also worked in focus groups on the regional Criteria, adapted from the European standards, that will eventually govern the awarding of Blue Flag’s for Caribbean beaches.
The Blue Flag Campaign is an environmental initiative for the certification of beaches and marinas.  Started in Europe in 1987, it is administered by the NGO Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) based in Denmark and England.  FEE administers the Blue Flag on over 2,500 beaches and marinas across Europe, and has expanded to South Africa and now the Caribbean.  The Blue Flag is an internationally recognized symbol of quality for beaches that are well managed and adhere to a system of key environmental criteria for safety, cleanliness and environmental awareness.

Jasmin Garraway, Executive Director for CAST, said that “countries in the region that participate in the Blue Flag programme and gain certification are poised to benefit not only from positive environmental impacts, but will also have advantage particularly in European markets”.
The Pilot Phase will last for a year, during which time the proposed Criteria, which fall into four categories, will be tested and developed. The countries will complete the necessary structure and legislation, following Puerto Rico’s lead, and the beaches chosen for the Pilot phase will be confirmed.

At the General Assembly of FEE, which meets in Instanbul July 3-7, 2002, the Caribbean programme Criteria will be announced to the delegates.  The next meeting of the country delegates and national coordinators for the Caribbean will be held at the CTO's Caribbean Tourism Conference to be held in October in the Bahamas.

“We are very positive about the potential of the Blue Flag programme for improving the environmental health and safety of our regional beaches, as it is doing for over 2,500 beaches and marinas in Europe and South Africa,” said the CCA Representative at the meeting, Penelope Hynam.

The CCA’s Executive Director Dr Joth Singh adds that: “Some of the risks facing swimmers using beaches with poor water quality are those of contracting gastrointestinal infections as well as ear nose throat and skin infections. The Blue Flag Programme offers an opportunity to the Caribbean to align the region with an internationally recognised certification programme which will provide for greater visitor confidence in the quality and safety of our beaches. This can only serve to contribute substantially to the region’s economies through increased visitor arrivals.”
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For further information please contact:

CTO Programme Coordinator, Mercedes Silva:


Tel: (246) 426-5242  Fax (246) 429-3065  E-mail msilva@caribtourism.com

Executive Director, CCA, Dr Joth Singh:

Tel: (246) 426-5373  Fax (246) 429-8483  E-mail execdirector@ccanet.net
Executive Director, CAST, Jasmin Garraway:

Tel (787) 725-9139   Fax (787) 725-9108  E-mail jgarraway@caribbeanhotels.org
[image: image2.png]@




‘Chelford’

 Bush Hill, The Garrison, St Michael

 Barbados, West Indies

Tel: (1 246) 426 5373 Fax: (1 246) 429 8483 

e-mail: cca@caribsurf.com   website:  www.caribbeanconservation.org

_1043052198.doc
[image: image1.png]@







