
Blue Flag Marina CertificationBlue Flag Marina Certification



Commonwealth of the BahamasCommonwealth of the Bahamas

Major Islands:

Andros, Acklins, Bimini, Berry Islands
Cat Island, Crooked island, Eleuthera.
Grand Bahama, Great and Little Abaco, 
Great and Little Inagua, Great Exuma and Cays
Long Island, Mayaguana, New Providence, 

San Salvador, Rum Cay

Archipelago extends 750 miles

Reportedly over 80 marinas



Blue Flag Pilot Phase 2003Blue Flag Pilot Phase 2003
Grand Bahama IslandGrand Bahama Island

West End

Port Lucaya Resort and Marina

Freeport

Old Bahama BayOld Bahama Bay

Old Bahamas Bay Resort and Yacht Harbour (72 slips)

Port Lucaya Resort and Marina (106 slips)



Old Old BahamaBahama Bay Resort and Yacht HarbourBay Resort and Yacht Harbour

•• After Hurricanes Francis and Jeanne After Hurricanes Francis and Jeanne 
(2004) raised Blue Flag Feb. 2005(2004) raised Blue Flag Feb. 2005

•• Awarded Blue Flag 2005Awarded Blue Flag 2005--2006 2006 
•• Hurricane Wilma October 24, 2005Hurricane Wilma October 24, 2005
•• Resort Closed until December 23, 2005Resort Closed until December 23, 2005
•• Currently no Blue Flag Marina’s operating Currently no Blue Flag Marina’s operating 

in the Bahamas in the Bahamas 



Impacts from WilmaImpacts from Wilma



Impacts from WilmaImpacts from Wilma



Efforts to Expand Blue FlagEfforts to Expand Blue Flag



Blue Flag Candidate Marina’sBlue Flag Candidate Marina’s
Bimini IslandBimini Island

Bimini Big Game

Bimini Sands



Blue Flag Candidate Marina’sBlue Flag Candidate Marina’s
Bimini SandsBimini Sands

Hotel and Marina Hotel and Marina 
53 Slips 53 Slips 

Met with Marina Owner and Dock master – Presentation on Blue Flag



Bimini Big Game Resort & MarinaBimini Big Game Resort & Marina

74-Slips

Renovation planned



New Providence IslandNew Providence Island



Paradise IslandParadise Island

Atlantis Marina VillageAtlantis Marina Village



Great Abaco IslandGreat Abaco Island



Great Abaco IslandGreat Abaco Island

•• Marsh Harbour Marina Marsh Harbour Marina (Marsh Harbour)(Marsh Harbour)

((66 slips)66 slips)

•• Boat Harbour Marina Boat Harbour Marina (Marsh Harbour)(Marsh Harbour)
(190 slips)(190 slips)

•• Club Soleil Club Soleil (Hope Town)(Hope Town)
(16 Slips)(16 Slips)



Great Abaco IslandGreat Abaco Island

•• Formed local Blue Flag CommitteeFormed local Blue Flag Committee

•• Problems with Waste Management IssuesProblems with Waste Management Issues
–– Used Oil disposalUsed Oil disposal
–– RecyclingRecycling
–– No waste water treatment systemsNo waste water treatment systems
–– Lack of Safety EquipmentLack of Safety Equipment



Challenges with Blue Flag in The Challenges with Blue Flag in The 
BahamasBahamas

•• Many islands which services have to be Many islands which services have to be 
replicated or transportation and shipping replicated or transportation and shipping 
issues  issues  
–– Used oil DisposalUsed oil Disposal
–– Recycling Recycling 

•• Some Marina’s operators are reluctant to Some Marina’s operators are reluctant to 
accept used oil or recycle due to the accept used oil or recycle due to the 
challenges of a multiple island destinationchallenges of a multiple island destination



Waste IssuesWaste Issues



Safety IssuesSafety Issues



Candidate Marina’s 2005Candidate Marina’s 2005

•• Bimini Sands Resort & MarinaBimini Sands Resort & Marina

•• Bimini Big Game Resort &MarinaBimini Big Game Resort &Marina

•• Atlantis MarinasAtlantis Marinas



National CoNational Co--ordinatorordinator

•• National Promotion of Blue Flag ProgramNational Promotion of Blue Flag Program
–– Boat ShowsBoat Shows
–– Presentation at National Oil Spill ConferencePresentation at National Oil Spill Conference
–– Launch of Brochures for MediaLaunch of Brochures for Media

•• Nature Conservancy (Bahamas office) on Nature Conservancy (Bahamas office) on 
National Jury National Jury 

•• In the process of Establishing a National Waste In the process of Establishing a National Waste 
Oil Disposal Program with the DEHSOil Disposal Program with the DEHS

•• Establishing Local Committee’sEstablishing Local Committee’s



National CoNational Co--ordinatorordinator



National CoNational Co--ordinatorordinator



National CoNational Co--ordinatorordinator


