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	The Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO) claimed the Chancellor's announcement of a freeze in Air Passenger Duty and a review of the tax bands was a small but important victory for the islands.
In particular it welcomed George Osborne's statement to the Commons that the arbitrary nature of the bands “appeared to believe that the Caribbean was further away than California” as a recognition of the CTO's claim that tax to the islands should be reduced. 


http://www.travelmole.com/stories/1146936.php
Brands respond to Budget 2011( Marketing Magazine)
He also announced a decision to freeze air passenger duty (APD) – a move welcomed by the aviation industry, which has called on the Government to work towards a new per-plane taxation system.
Osborne brought in a one-year freeze on the banded APD system, which calculates passenger tax based on the destination, and said the Government would review the basing of APD on capital cities. Under current rules the system makes flying to the Caribbean more expensive than flying to most of the US.
http://www.marketingmagazine.co.uk/news/1061662/Brands-respond-Budget-2011/?DCMP=ILC-SEARCH

APD proposals 'give Caribbean no relief' (TTG)
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation welcomed the government’s decision to review APD’s banding and said it had been invited to take part in the government’s consultation process.
CTO chairman Ricky Skerritt said: “Today’s announcement by the chancellor is a small but important victory for the Caribbean.  
http://www.ttglive.com/c/portal/layout?p_l_id=61139&CMPI_SHARED_articleId=4661007&CMPI_SHARED_ImageArticleId=4661007&CMPI_SHARED_articleIdRelated=4661007&CMPI_SHARED_ToolsArticleId=4661007&CMPI_SHARED_CommentArticleId=4661007

APD freeze won't slow Carib efforts against tax (Jamaica Gleaner)
Published: Thursday | March 24, 2011 0 Comments 
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO) says it will continue to push for reform of the UK imposed Air Passenger Duty (APD), even though Britain yesterday announced a freeze on the controversial tax.
In a release to the media yesterday, CTO Chairman Ricky Skerritt, the minister of tourism for St Kitts, said the announcement by the chancellor of the exchequer in the British government, George Osborne, was a small but important victory for the Caribbean.
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/gleaner/20110324/business/business3.html

Freeze but no reform of APD for Caribbean
Jamaica Observer
THE United Kingdom has decided to freeze the controversial Air Passenger Duty (APD) but has decided not to adjust the system, which Caribbean tourism interests complain unfairly disadvantages the region against rival destinations.
UK Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne, who announced his country's latest budget today, said that there would be no further rise in APD until April 2012 due to 'hefty rises' made last year. The duty is based upon the distance of a country's capital city from London, which means that the levy is higher on flights Caribbean destinations than those in the US, even if they are farther away, such as Los Angeles or Hawaii.
	


Read more http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Freeze-but-no-reform-of-APD-for-Caribbean#ixzz1HWKSmXdX


Region welcomes Britain's decision to postpone APD increase
CMC
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (CMC) — The Caribbean yesterday welcomed the decision by the British government to postpone until April next year, an increase in the controversial Air Passenger Duty (APD) that the region has argued seriously undermines its vital tourism sector.
Chairman of the Barbados-based Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), Richard 'Ricky' Skerritt, who is also the Tourism Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, said that British travellers to the region would not now have to pay any additional tax increase for a year.

Read more: http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Region-welcomes-Britain-s-decision-to-postpone-APD-increase_8573560#ixzz1HWKzrYcr

Budget 2011: Caribbean hails 'small but important victory' (Travel Weekly UK)
Mar 24, 2011 07:13 
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation has hailed plans to iron out anomalies in Air Passenger Duty distance bands as a “small but important victory” for the region.
CTO chairman Richard Skerritt said there had been clear recognition by the Government of the intense industry lobbying efforts over the crucial issue. He was responding to yesterday’s Budget announcement by Chancellor George Osborne that the arbitrary nature of the bands “appeared to believe that the Caribbean was further away than California”.
http://www.travelweekly.co.uk/Articles/2011/03/24/36610/budget-2011-caribbean-hails-small-but-important-victory.html

Statement by CTO Chairman Richard “Ricky” Skerritt on Air Passenger Duty (Dominica News Online)
The Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO) is pleased with today’s announcement by the British Chancellor that the Air Passenger Duty (APD) will not rise this year as previously projected, thus not increasing the current tax burden on British travellers to the Caribbean.
http://dominicanewsonline.com/dno/statement-by-cto-chairman-richard-%E2%80%9Cricky%E2%80%9D-skerritt-on-air-passenger-duty/

NO INCREASE TO APD BEFORE APRiL 2012, SAYS BRITISH GOVERNMENT (Barbados Today)
Barbados and its Caribbean neighbours have been given a temporary reprieve from Britain's Air Passenger Duty.
But dispute the virtual stay of execution on this year's increase of the controversial tax and a plan to reform it, the Caribbean Tourism Organisation served notice today that the battle was not over and its member countries, including Barbados, "must continue to fight".
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/launch.aspx?referral=other&refresh=x15L2Q0ef3X1&PBID=87ad6005-1972-4d63-92b0-8927eda53c7a&skip=

No increase in APD (Barbados Advocate)

3/24/2011

By Dorian Bryan

THERE will be no increase in the controversial Air Passenger Duty (APD) until 2012.

That was the announcement made by Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, during the delivery of the 2011/2012 Budget in the British House of Commons in London yesterday. 

Caribbean Governments and the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) have been vigorously lobbying against the UK travel tax before and since its implementation in 2009.
http://www.barbadosadvocate.com/todayspaper/default.asp
	Britain freezes APD hikes (WINN FM)

	

	

	
St. Kitts and Nevis (WINN): The Air Passenger Duty (APD) will not increase this year as was previously projected, according to an announcement on Wednesday by the British Chancellor. Chairman of the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) Richard Skerritt,  said he is pleased with the announcement as it will not increase the current tax burden on British travelers to the Caribbean. “The Chancellor’s statement to his parliament that the arbitrary nature of the bands “appeared to believe that the Caribbean was further away than California,” is a clear recognition of a crucial issue that has been the focus of the strong lobbying efforts by the CTO and its allies in the private sector, the Caribbean High Commissions, and the Diaspora,” the CTO chairman said.
http://winnfm.com/news2.asp?NewsID=6357

Region reacts to Britain’s decision to postpone increase in APD (Antigua Observer)
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, CMC – The Caribbean Wednesday welcomed the decision by the British government to postpone until April next year, an increase in the controversial Air Passenger Tax (APD) that the region has argued seriously undermines its vital tourism sector.
 Chairman of the Barbados-based Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), Richard “Ricky” Skerrit, who is also the Tourism Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, said that British travelers to the region would not now have to pay any additional tax increase for a year.
http://www.antiguaobserver.com/?p=56184

	REGION REACTS TO BRITAIN’S DECISION TO POSTPONE INCREASE IN APD (CBC Barbados)


Top of Form
	The Caribbean Wednesday welcomed the decision by the British government to postpone until April next year, an increase in the controversial Air Passenger Tax (APD) that the region has argued seriously undermines its vital tourism sector.
Chairman of the Barbados-based Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), Richard “Ricky” Skerrit, who is also the Tourism Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, said that British travelers to the region would not now have to pay any additional tax increase for a year.


http://www.cbc.bb/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2082:region-reacts-to-britains-decision-to-postpone-increase-in-apd&catid=13:caribbean-news&Itemid=15

CTO responds to Chancellor's APD freeze (Travel & Hospitality Industry Digest)
24 Mar 2011 
Representatives of Caribbean countries will still lobby the Government to change Air Passenger Duty (APD).
While the Caribbean Tourism Organisation (CTO), said it was ‘pleased’ that Chancellor George Osborne did not increase the tax in yesterday’s budget, the association said it ‘would continue to fight for reform’. ‘Our advocacy on APD is not over,’ said CTO chairman, Ricky Skerritt.



	









