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1.
Ms Terestella Gonzales Denton, Executive Director of the Puerto Rico Tourism Company, Mr. Secretary of the Department of Economic Development and Commerce, Hon. Jorge Silva Puras, Minister Charles Clifford, Minister of Tourism of the Cayman Islands, Directors of Tourism, Speakers, Members of the press, Professor Carlos Diago, listeners on the live internet stream of these proceedings and listeners on WMGO in Tampa, ladies and gentlemen, good evening. . .

2.
I would like to begin by thanking Puerto Rico for once again being such good hosts. Every time we come here we say that they cannot possibly be better hosts and they prove us wrong each time. I would also like to publicly thank the staff of the Caribbean Tourism Organization and Caribbean Hotel Association for their very hard work in getting this event off to such a great start. It is clear from the first sessions earlier today that this Conference is off to an excellent beginning and I would like to thank today’s presenters again for their outstanding contributions.

3.
I recognized long ago that there are many kooks in this world and I am one of the first to confess that when I first listened to advocates of sustainable development, I dismissed them as fully committed members of the “kookdom”. I, like many other people, saw these advocates as anti-development and I saw their principles, if adopted, as a potentially severe brake on economic development. But I soon came to recognize that I was wrong.

4.
That is why I am delighted that the theme chosen for this conference addresses this issue head on: “Keeping the Right Balance: Economic Progress and Sustainable Development”. 

5.
As time went on, I began to recognize a central myth that many of us have come to accept. And sustainable development will never get the traction that it deserves until this central myth is eradicated. 

6.
In the same way that we have come to recognize that total visitor counts is not a good measure of tourism success, I came to understand that GDP per capita is not a complete measure of a people’s standard of living nor is it a complete measure of economic success. In fact, many places that have a very high GDP per capita standard of living also have a very high standard of killing, killing of natural resources, killing of the environment and killing of cultures.

7.
It was the great Albert Einstein, yes, he of E=MC2  fame, who had a sign posted on the wall in his office that noted that many of those things that can be easily counted do not necessarily count and many things that count cannot necessarily be counted.

8.
There is a great tendency in our part of the world to inflate the value of those things that can be easily counted and deflate or dismiss those things that count but which cannot be easily counted. As far as the Caribbean is concerned, sustainable development is the most important thing that counts that cannot be easily counted.

9.
Many of you know that we have combined our efforts with those of CHA to promote the Caribbean as a single entity. And you may also know that we have chosen as our theme the phrase: “Life Needs the Caribbean”. There is now no question in our minds in either CTO or CHA that the principles and practices of sustainable development are what will ensure the long and everlasting life of the Caribbean.

