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hete s much to be said for a sang vacation to the Canbbean Great weatha, i thms average April temperatures i in the

Canbbean vary from daytime highs in the upper 80s to evening lows in the zesgm tourist traffic on the wane, everything

is a bit more relaxed, a bit quieter, with beaches that are yours for the taking. In spring, there are a series of festivals '

that reflect the islands’ multicultural traditions, some going back hundreds of And thel’eane savings to be had, deeper than,
in years past, as airlines and hotels look to attract sun-seeking travelers during the start of 1€ " season.
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botanical gardens and another de-
light derived from nature: the mineral
baths, originally built by French King
Louis XVI in 1784 for therapeutic use
by his troops fighting in the West In-
dies. Be prepared for a sultry soak: the
average temperature of the water is a
heated 106 degrees.

Jamaica, too, has its share of
jaw-dropping waterfalls. Albeit
touristy, Dunn’s River Falls in Ocho
Rios is something to behold — and
climb, with the help of other swim-
suit-clad visitors who form a human
chain, holding the hands of those
above and below them. YS Falls on
Jamaica’s lesser-traveled south coast
provides a more tranquil spot, with
its seven-tiered waterfall and ex-
pansive wading pool fed by under-
ground springs. For the adventurous,
try going airborne, zipping through
the sky on a heart-pounding canopy
ride suspended 40 feet above the cas-
cading waters.

And if that isn’t enough of a thrill,
head over to Stingray City off the
northwestern tip of Grand Cayman
Island for a face-to-fish adventure
with dozens of relatively tame Atlan-
tic Southern stingrays. Touch them,
feed them, snorkel or walk right up
to them — these rare, human-loving
creatures swim freely around you in
only three to five feet of water. :

Best Bets for Spring Travel

Sound advice for those ready to
get packing: take advantage of sea-
sonal savings and promotions, which
are plentiful this time of year.

“Value continues to be key in trav-
elers’ decision making,” says Hugh
Riley, the interim secretary general
of the Caribbean Tourism Organization. “The cur-
rent trend is on value-added resort packages offering,
perhaps, free nights, daily breakfasts, spa credits and
complementary intra-island transportation.”

Sandals Resorts (www.sandals.com)-include 12
properties in Jamaica, Antigua, St. Lucia and the
Bahamas. Along with luxury accommodations, unri-
valed water sports (including the Caribbean’s largest

PADI certification program), personal butlers, white-
glove dining, Preston Bailey Signature Wedding-
Moons® and pampering treatments at signature Red
Lane® Spas, guests are offered a choice of gourmet a
la carte restaurants serving all premium brand wines
and spirits, including those from an exclusive partner-
ship with California’s Beringer Vineyards.

Book by April 30 for travel through December 26,
2009, and you can enjoy savings of up to 60 percent

— : |
off regular rates (minimum three-
night stay required) and up to
three-nights free on seven-night
stays in select room categories at
all properties.

The Iberostar hotel group
(www.iberostar.com) has put
together a “Stimulus Package”
for three of its properties — the
Grand Hotel Paraiso in Mexico,
Grand Hotel Bavaro in Punta
Cana, Dominican Republic, and
Grand Hotel Rose Hall in Jamaica.
The package features chocolate-
covered strawberries, flowers,
champagne, a romantic dinner
and breakfast in bed, which may
not stimulate the economy, but
certainly excites those looking for
a vacation with all the luxuries
fine travel has to offer.

Iberostar’s “Grand = Collec-
tion” of adults-only resorts boasts
five-star amenities such as beck-
and-call butlers, sumptuous buf-
fets and restaurants, on-site PADI
Gold Palm dive centers, golf, spas,
tennis, yoga and scores of extras.
The package also includes a $150
resort credit, one complimentary
round of golf and free room up-
grades, if available. Book by June
15 for travel through September
15, 2009 (call 888-923-2722 and
reference the package).

One of the newest and most
impressive additions to Hilton
Hotels is the oceanfront Rose Hall
Resort & Spa in Jamaica (Www.
rosehallresort.com). Reopening
last year after an extensive $40
million renovation, the 400-acre
‘resort offers outstanding activities
including the largest water park
in the Caribbean, Sugar Mills
Falls; the highly-rated Cinnamon

Hill Golf Course designed by Robert Von Hagge; and"
its large, lush Soothe Spa.

Book the “Winter Escape” package for travel
through April 30, 2009, and earn a $50 resort cred-
it for every two consecutive nights of your stay (no
maximum limit).
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