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On behalf of the entire island of Bonaire, thank you, to the panel of judges from Islands Magazine and the Caribbean Tourism Organization, for recognizing and awarding us with this honor.

Bonaire is particularly gratified by this honor as our commitment to preserving and protecting the environment is a deeply held Bonairean belief and guiding principal behind our tourism policy.

Bonaire has always been proactive in protecting its marine environment, banning spearfishing in 1971, installing moorings as an integral part of the National Marine Park in 1982, making it illegal to break coral, take it from the water or sell it in 1975 as well as a host of additional legislation and regulations aimed at safeguarding the marine environment while providing an ideal underwater experience from the beginner snorkeler to the advanced diver.

Established in 1979, the Bonaire National Marine Park extends from the high water mark to the 200-foot depth contour, all the way around the island and the uninhabited Klein Bonaire, encompassing an area of about 270 hectares.  As the Island’s primary tourism resource, the Bonaire National Marine Park is rigorously guarded.  All divers are required to attend an orientation, purchase a Marine Park tag, and practice good diver etiquette.
With a long-term monitoring program that consists of evaluating changes taking place on the reef, diver impact, and extensive research, the Marine Park is able to determine the conditions of the island's reefs.  An official study conducted by the Reef Environmental Foundation has revealed that Bonaire is inhabited by more species of fish than any other Caribbean island.  The study illustrates and confirms the direct correlation between diligent establishment and enforcement of environmental protection laws and flourishing marine life.
Most recently NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, designated Bonaire as having “the most pristine coral reef environment in the Caribbean.”  Bonaire’s reef will now become the benchmark against which all other coral reefs will be compared, given that research has shown Bonaire has the highest percentage of coral cover and the lowest percentage of algal cover compared to other Caribbean reefs.
Continuing to take proactive measures in protecting its marine environment, STINAPA recently announced the designation of two fish protected areas on Bonaire’s reef to encourage the population growth of large fish species.  The locations were selected by a delegation including government officials and local fisherman using criteria that included the sites containing significant coral coverage and being easy to patrol by the Marine Park.  Additionally, the Island is launching an educational campaign to teach visitors about the importance of waste reduction.  It will target two of Bonaire's most hazardous waste products left behind by tourists: plastic bottles and batteries.
Bonaire’s National Marine Park remains highly regarded among the industry, allowing for strategic partnerships to support the Island’s environmental and social initiatives.  In 1997, Bonaire became the International Year of the Reef’s first partner in the Caribbean to establish a comprehensive plan dedicated to executing a program of public education about coral reefs, assessing the conditions of coral reefs and collaborating with local communities and other reef managers to develop and implement plans for the use of irreplaceable reef resources.  During that year Bonaire also hosted the International Year of the Reef’s inaugural Dive Festival event.

As a focal point destination for the 2008 celebration of the International Year of the Reef, Tourism Corporation Bonaire has joined forces with the Coral Reef Alliance, Earth Echo International, STINAPA and NOAA to execute a program that will continue the work that the Island began eleven years ago.
I again, want to take this opportunity to thank Islands Magazine, which has supported Bonaire tourism with extensive editorial coverage; and the Caribbean Tourism Organization, which has provided a platform to showcase Bonaire’s tourism product.  And thank you to Bonaire’s visitors, who continue to support our community and inspire us to remain leaders in sustainable tourism.  We challenge the world to follow our example.  Our planet is in peril and this small island which one can barely see on the world map cannot save it alone, we have to do it together.  We owe this to the future generations.
