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The University of the West Indies

SCHOOL FOR GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH

THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH

Pro Vice Chancellor Professor Wayne Hunte

June 23, 2008

Dear Colleague

Please note the following opportunities for research studies abroad:
Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship Programme
The Government of Canada is offering research exchange Scholarships over ten years as part of the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship Programme (CCSP) and Government of Canada Awards (GCA) Scheme. The exchange Scholarships are offered under the Canada-Caribbean Community Leadership Scholarships Scheme. The Scholarships are tenable at recognized Canadian publicly-funded universities and are offered in the following categories:

Graduate Students’ Exchange Programme (GSEP), 2008-2009

The objective of the Programme is to provide opportunities for graduate students to participate in exchange programmes for a period of four to six months. Students must be enrolled in full-time studies at the Masters or Ph.D. level and paying tuition fees at their home institution for the full duration of the exchange. An existing exchange agreement between the Canadian institution and the student’s home university is desirable. Where this does not exist, consideration will be given to graduate research applications which involve a new or established collaboration between professors from a Canadian university and foreign university that may develop into an institutional partnership. Priority will be given to candidates who have not previously participated in GSEP.

The eligible themes/fields include good governance, rule of law, democratic development, pure and applied sciences (including environmental science and information technology), economic and trade policy issues, and teaching and commerce.
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The GSEP will cover expenses related to the visit to Canada of one eligible student per grant. The value of the grant is CAD$10,000. Students must begin research in Canada no later than March 15, 2009. The Canadian university must apply on behalf of the student. The deadline for online applications is July 18, 2008. Further details can be obtained from the website at: www.scholarships.gc.ca.  
Post-Doctoral Research Fellowships (PDRF), 2008-2009

The objective of the Programme is to attract recent Ph.D. graduates to do research in Canada that clearly advances the scholar’s own career and that is useful to Canada or to the research team within which the scholar proposes to work. The Programme is designed to provide research opportunities to promising recent doctoral graduates in the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences and engineering. Priority will be given to candidates who have not previously studied in Canada under a Canadian Government scholarship.  
Applicants must have completed a Ph.D. degree within the last four years or have completed the Ph.D. requirements before the beginning of the award. Recently graduated UWI doctoral students, as well as UWI staff who have obtained their Ph.Ds. within the last four years, are therefore eligible to apply. Applicants must also be accepted into a post-doctoral position at a recognized public Canadian university or affiliated research institute of their choice. The Fellowship is of one year’s duration and its value is CAD $32,000. Fellowships must commence no later than September 30, 2008. Further details can be obtained from the website at: www.scholarships.gc.ca.  

The Office of Research will be coordinating these applications on behalf of the UWI. Should you decide to pursue this, please inform us at: Joleen.Fournillier@sta.uwi.edu. 
Note that prior association with a Canadian researcher/institution will greatly facilitate this process since, in the case of the Graduate Student Exchange, the Canadian University must apply; in the case of the Post-Doctoral Fellowships, the Canadian University must indicate willingness to accept the Fellow (i.e. indicate that a Post-Doctoral position is available).

Wayne Hunte

