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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
STATEMENT OF CONDOLENCE ON THE DEATH OF
INTERIM SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CARIBBEAN TOURISM ORGANIZATION (CTO) ARLEY SOBERS 
BY
HON. EDMUND BARTLETT, M.P.
MINISTER OF TOURISM, JAMAICA
AUGUST 15, 2008

It was with profound sadness that I learned of the untimely passing of regional tourism giant Arley Sobers, who up until the time of his death served as interim Secretary General and Director of Information Management at the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO). His sudden loss will be felt throughout the regional tourism fraternity. 
Mr. Sobers could be described as a “gentle tourism giant,” who had a passion for research and information management.  He has dedicated more than two decades to building the research capabilities of the Caribbean Tourism Organization.  In an era where there has been a renewed thrust towards the marketing of the Caribbean as a whole, the work undertaken by Mr. Sobers has paved the way for the successful marketing of the Caribbean region as a total product.
A selfless leader, Arley Sobers had long been an advocate of the “One Caribbean” brand and through his work in the field of information technology had made significant advances.
Arley Sobers’ vision for promoting and managing Caribbean tourism online was incomparable. During his years of exemplary service he touched many lives and impacted many regional economies by way of the provision of vital statistics. He will be dearly missed. 
On behalf of the Ministry of Tourism, I want to extend our heartfelt condolences to his wife Margaret, immediate family members, the CTO family and his wider tourism family who are in our thoughts and my prayers in this time of sadness. His was a life of great achievement, and we will celebrate his unwavering commitment to regional tourism for years to come. 
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