Tribute from Jean Holder, former Secretary General of CTO
“ Here in England, I learnt last night of the sudden and untimely death of Arley Sobers, whose passing I feel as keenly as if he were my son or a close relative. No one knows, as well as I do, of the major contribution he made in transforming tourism from a “meet and greet industry” to the major development economic sector of the entire Caribbean. For more than two decades, when I was the Secretary General, first of the Caribbean Tourism Research and Development Centre and then the Caribbean Tourism Organization, he stood by my side as friend, adviser and confident, a man of great talent and intellect, of unimpeachable character and the very epitome of integrity. He was the rock, the very foundation on which a planned tourism industry was built, substituting analysis, research and planning for crude guesstimates and flights of fancy. When I made statements about the status of Caribbean Tourism, I felt confident that they would not be contradicted because Arley Sobers had researched the data on which they were based.
As a man, he called it as he saw it, but with appropriate respect, whatever was the station of the person being addressed. 
He seemed little motivated by his own acquisition of material things and even less impressed by what others owned.
 Few managers so endeared himself to the staff under his care or showed such concern for their welfare. 

He was a little afraid of showing emotion, especially in a physical manner, but his affection for family and friends and his generosity were unmistakable. 

He never refused an assignment however difficult and flattery was foreign to his nature. 

The Caribbean Tourism Organization, Barbados, the Caribbean region and international tourism have lost a champion of the tourism cause.
Arley died on the job and in the field. As father, colleague and friend he will be sadly missed.
On behalf of my wife Norma and myself, I extend my deepest condolences to his wife Margaret and to his son and daughter whom I place under the care of Almighty God. May he rest in peace”
Jean Holder.  
