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Welcome Address & Declaration

10th Annual Sustainable Tourism Conference

April 28th 2008 @ 7:00 pm

Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort and Spa

(7 minutes allotted)


H.E Governor & Mrs. Tauwhare

H.E Deputy Governor Wynns

Other Heads of Government 

Ministers of Government and other members of Parliament

Secretary General of the Caribbean Tourism Organization, Mr. Vincent Vanderpool-Wallace

Keynote Speaker, Dr. and Mrs. David Suzuki

Other Distinguished Speakers

Directors of Tourism

Other Government Officials

Travel Agents

Members of the Press

Students

Visitors

Turks and Caicos Residents

All STC-10 Delegates

Good Evening and thank you Mr. Vanderpool-Wallace and Dr. Suzuki for your great words of wisdom.

As Premier of the Turks and Caicos Islands, and Minister responsible for Tourism and Development, I am honoured to welcome you to the shores of our ‘Beautiful by Nature’ destination. It is with great joy and enthusiasm that I stand to greet you during this, the official opening of the 10th Annual Sustainable Tourism Conference of the Caribbean Tourism Organization.   

This very important conference, as we all know, convenes under the theme “Keeping the right balance. Sustaining the Caribbean’s Coastal Product”.  A theme that is fitting for us in the Turks and Caicos Islands and for others around the region and the wider world, who join in recognizing 2008 as ‘The year of the Coral Reef”. 

Undoubtedly, global warming and climate change continue to appear on the agenda at most forums, irrespective of the industry; and I believe this reality evidenced by the increased frequency of natural disasters, along with man-made disasters, has brought us to this very crucial place where we must now focus on how we, as a region, as nation governments, and as common citizens, can do our best to sustain one of the fundamental characters of our tourism industry – the coastal product.

It is the Dalai Lama who echoed, “It is our collective and individual responsibility to protect and nurture the global family, to support its weaker members and to preserve and tend to the environment in which we all live.”  I wholeheartedly adopt this statement, and believe that you are assembling here over the next few days because you are convinced that it is a ‘collective and individual responsibility to tend to the environment in which we all live’.  

I believe that you are convinced that the time has come for us, as a region, to address, in more detail, how we can work towards ensuring that our coastal products are well protected during times of increased exposure by natural and man-made activities.

I believe that you are convinced, that in some way, the very nature of your coastal product maybe be threatened by the actions of those far away, and that you must carefully plan to ensure that your actions do not compromise its existence any further.

I believe that, collectively and individually, we are all here to learn about our roles in “Keeping the right balance: Sustaining the Caribbean’s Coastal Product”.

Over the years the Turks and Caicos Islands Government has seen the need to preserve and conserve; hence, designating one third of the country as a National Protected Area, with emphasis being placed on the marine environment, which we so proudly protect.

My Government’s sustainable development approach is echoed in the various local initiatives, such as the Conservation Fund, where ten percent (10%) of the accommodation tax is earmarked for community projects that are holistic in nature, such as parks and coastal monitoring.  

Additionally, we have hosted environmental workshops and conferences, such as the GREEN TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP, and the recent ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE, where Al Gore, Former US Vice President & Nobel Peace Prize Winner was the keynote speaker.  My Government encourages environmental goals and standards for good practice.

I pause to inform you that last week, while debating this country’s budget, a meeting of the minds was taking place at the Environmental Center here in Providenciales.  It was a meeting facilitated by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), and hosted by the Tourist Board, and geared at disaster risk management for sustainable tourism in the Caribbean. No doubt, this meeting addressed hazards of all kinds and pointed out hazards specific to the coastal product – coastal erosion, waves, tsunamis, oil spillages and others.  

I mentioned this meeting with CDERA, in order to drive home the point that there are many hazards to the Caribbean’s coastal product. In the same breath I believe that there are many actions to be taken that can safeguard, to the greatest extent possible, the sustainability of the Caribbean’s coastal product; and these actions are at regional, national, local and individual levels and we are all responsible for carrying them forth into our governments, businesses, communities and homes.

As you meet over the next few days you will learn of the challenges we are facing as a region in sustaining our coastal product; the effects of climate change, cruise tourism and the dive market on our coastal product; policies for sustainable management of coastal products; and investing for more sustainable tourism.  You will hear of case studies and other researches that reveal that some balance must exist; some respect for nature is required, for the Caribbean’s coastal product to be sustained. 

I believe that you will listen, you will observe, and you will learn of the role that you play in achieving this goal.  My question to you is, ‘Will you adapt?’ 

Will you leave STC-10 with a renewed vigour to protect and preserve, to educate and inform, to act and implement, or will you have just attended another CTO conference?

I encourage you to proceed with a mind to change the way things are done in your government, business, society and home so that you would know that you have played your role in “Keeping the right balance: Sustaining the Caribbean’s Coastal Product”.  It is only then that you would have committed to fulfilling your responsibility ‘to preserve and tend to the environment in which we all live.’

I thank you and welcome you once more to our ‘Beautiful by Nature’ destination!!!!!!!!!!!!

(APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE)

The honour is now mine, on behalf of the Secretary General of the Caribbean Tourism Organization, the partners and sponsors of STC-10, and the people of the host country Turks and Caicos Islands, to declare the 10th Annual Sustainable Tourism Conference opened.

May God bless our One Caribbean and guide us during our proceedings.

