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On the behalf of the Premier - Mr. Joseph Parry, the Nevis Tourism Authority and people of Nevis, I am extending heart-felt condolences to the family and close friends of the late Arley Sobers, in particular and the Government and people of Barbados, in general, at the untimely passing of such a great tourism Icon.  I especially want to offer words of encouragement to the members of the CTO, his extended family.
From all reports, Arley Sobers has carried the tourism mantle with respect, passion, selflessness, integrity and commitment. He has done Barbados proud. He was a tourism giant who, persons like myself, would seek to emulate. I can say that I had great admiration for him, with his cool and unassuming manner.
Of course it is quite normal for one to question and puzzle over the reason for, and the timing of, his passing.  May I suggest that we just give God thanks for Arley’s time and presence on this earth; his meaningful and sacrificial contribution to his country, the Region and the wider world.  I did not know Arley personally but having read all the Statements following his passing, I can only conclude that God had a purpose for him, he fought the good fight and now he has gone to be with His Maker/Master.  He needed to rest!  The Word of God says that “to be absent from this body is to be present with the Lord.”  Let that assurance be your comfort at this time and, in the midst of your sadness, take courage in that thought.  God knows what is best for us even though it often seems unfair and can be very painful but do you know what?  God only chooses THE BEST!   
As the funeral approaches, I pray for your peace, comfort and yes, JOY, that your loved one is safe and secure in the best tourism destination there is. We now have to, with God’s help, live our lives in a manner which would guarantee us a place there as well.  Please pass this email on to Arley’s family. Thank you and God bless you all now and always.
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