
THE CTO FOUNDATION: OUR PROGRESS TO DATE 

In 2012, the CTO Foundation awarded scholarships in the tune of US$65,000 to successful appli-
cants from the Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Guyana, Jamaica, and St. Kitts who are pursuing 
tourism/hospitality studies at various educational institutions within and outside the Caribbean. 
 

More than 190 Caribbean nationals have benefitted from the CTO scholarship and grants pro-
gramme to the tune of over US$700,000 since the CTO Foundation was founded in 1997.   
 

According to Bonita Morgan, CTO’s Director of Regional Human Resources Development "The 
scholarships are part of CTO's commitment to developing the region's human resource ca-
pacity and supporting a well-trained, competent and efficient work force so that the region 
can be globally competitive".  
 

The 2013 awardees will be announced in early June 2013. 

 
 

WORKING TOGETHER TO OFFER  

TOURISM SCHOLARSHIPS AND 

STUDY GRANTS  

The Caribbean Tourism Organization’s (CTO) 
Scholarship Foundation is offering a number of 
scholarships to Caribbean nationals to advance 
their education by pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
programme in Hospitality Management and/or a  
Master’s of Science in Hospitality Management 
in New York, NY, U.S.A. or at its campus in 
Saint Lucia, West Indies. 

This very generous offer comes as a result of a 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
between Monroe College and the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization in March 2012, which es-
tablished a three year agreement for scholar-
ships and study grants, to support students from 
the Caribbean to advance their tourism/
hospitality education at Monroe College.  
 

Scholarship awards will range from US$4,500.00 
to US$18,660.00 annually, equally distributed 
over three semesters. The funds will be used to 
offset student tuition expenses at Monroe Col-
lege. All scholarship and grant candidates must 
be new to Monroe College. 
 

Information on how to apply  for the CTO Foun-
dation scholarships and study grants can be 
found at www.onecaribbean.org.  
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Education, Education,   Edu-
cation – for deserving Caribbe-
an nationals wishing to further 
themselves in tourism and hos-
pitality studies and language 
training. The Caribbean Tour-
ism Organization Foundation 
was established in 1997 as a 
not-for-profit corporation, regis-
tered in New York State, in the 
United States of America, and 
formed exclusively for charita-
ble and educational purposes.   

 The aim of the Foundation is 
to support persons interested 
in pursuing studies in the area 
of tourism, hospitality and lan-
guage training, who demon-
strate high levels of academic 
achievement and leadership, 
and who express a strong in-
terest in making a contribution 
to Caribbean tourism. 

ABOUT THE CTO FOUNDATION 
Gail Henry was awarded a CTO Foundation 
scholarship in 2007 to pursue a Masters in 
Tourism Marketing at the University of Sur-
rey, United Kingdom.  On returning to the 
Caribbean, Ms. Henry joined the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization as the Sustainable 
Tourism Development Specialist in 2009.  

Her functions include managing the CTO's 
annual Caribbean Conference on Sustaina-
ble Tourism Development, Caribbean Excel-
lence in Sustainable Tourism Awards and 
coordinating its new sustainable tourism 
newswire. Other key programmes she man-
ages include :  

 CHENACT– Caribbean Hotel Energy 

Efficiency Action Programme 

 OAS-Culinary/Food Tourism Project 

 DRM CCA– Disaster Risk Management  

and Climate Change Adaptation Project 

This is what Ms. Henry had to say about 
being a beneficiary of the CTO Foundation 
Scholarship Programme: 

I was  very fortunate to be awarded a CTO 
Foundation Scholarship in 2007 which as-
sisted me in financing my postgraduate tour-
ism studies in the United Kingdom.  I would 
like to express my sincere gratitude to the 
Foundation for the opportunity of enhancing 
my tourism knowledge base and conducting 
valuable research on post-disaster destina-
tion and market recovery that could benefit 
the Caribbean.      

FROM AWARDEE  

TO EMPLOYEE 

GAIL NICOLE HENRY 
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TAMEKA KEANE (TRINIDAD & TOBAGO)       

— 2010 scholarship award 

BSc. Hospitality Management, Monroe Col-

lege, U.S.A. 

A Trinidad and Tobago national, Tameka was  the 
recipient of the first-ever scholarship offered by 

Monroe College as part of the CTO Foundation Scholarship 
Programme pursuing a bachelor’s degree programme in Hospi-
tality Management, at Monroe College in New York, NY, U.S.A. 
(www.Monroecollege.edu).  

"I am so excited to learn I have been accepted by Monroe Col-
lege, New York to pursue my dream of obtaining a degree in 
Hospitality Management. Let me offer special thanks to the 
Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) for granting me a four 
year scholarship to help me achieve my long held ambition,”  

MONIQUE JACOB-DUCLER 
(COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA)                   
— 2009 scholarship award—Principles of 
Marketing Research Certificate, University of 

Georgia, U.S.A.  

Tourism and Research represent my passions and I gravitate to 
learning and advancing my knowledge and capabilities in both.   

In 2008, I began looking for courses and programmes in 
marketing research.  The CTO’s announcement of the Arley 
Sobers Memorial Scholarship came approximately three 
months after I found the ideal certificate programme in 
Principles of Marketing Research offered through the University 
of Georgia.   

Receiving the first Arley Sobers Memorial Scholarship afforded 
me the opportunity to take my professional and personal 
development one step closer to my ultimate goal.  I am a most 
grateful recipient.  

MEET OUR SCHOLARSHIP AND STUDY GRANT BENEFICIARIES OVER THE YEARS 

 
DIANA MALDONADO, (DOMINICAN REPUBLIC) 

— 2006 scholarship award 

MSc. Hospitality Management, Florida Interna-

tional University, U.S.A 

Winning this scholarship for two consecutive years 
proved to be extremely valuable for me, not only 
alleviating me from the financial burdens I was go-

ing through at the moment, but also by making me open my 
eyes and focus on what was the most important thing for me at 
the moment: getting the highest grades available.  

Thanks to the CTO Foundation’s financial assistance and my 
continuous effort in achieving the highest grades and honors 
possible, I’ve completed my Master of Science in Hospitality 
Management with honors Summa Cum Laude. Once again, I 
would like to thank CTO Foundation’s generosity and kind spirit 
in funding this scholarship for Caribbean students in financial 
need.  

EVA AMIABLE (SAINT LUCIA)                                
— 2007 scholarship award 
MSc. Tourism & Environmental Economics, 
University of Balearic Islands, Spain 
 

Travel & Tourism has been my passion for as long as I can 
remember. Growing up in a country where you can actually see 
and feel the benefits which Travel & Tourism can bring makes it 
easier to advocate to the world the economic and social 
importance of this exciting industry. 

I reached out to CTO to seek funding assistance with my 
programme. I saw the scholarship not only as a contribution to 
my Masters but as an award to be proud of as a Caribbean 
national working in Travel & Tourism. When my taught 
programme was finished, I went on to secure an internship at 
the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC). Since then, I have 
risen in roles and responsibilities and now am permanent staff 
member and a Manager, Policy & Research.   

QUINTA CLARKE, (BARBADOS)                                
— 2009 study grant award 
Modern Plated Desserts, Culinary Institute 
of America, U.S.A. 
 

For years I wanted to improve myself by completing a course at 
the Culinary Institute of America. When I learned that study 
grants were available I jumped at the chance and I was ecstatic 
when I heard that I had been successful. This study grant has 
changed my life.   
 

My perspective on life and more specifically, my work has 
changed drastically. I learned that I am on par with reference 
to my skills and now every time a challenge comes along, I am 
first to offer myself or to offer solutions and alternatives.   
Furthermore, I have been able to teach some of my new skills 
to my fellow co-workers and to share many new ideas.  

MESACH GEORGE (DOMINICA)                          

— 2009 grant (BSc. Hospitality & Tourism 
Management, University of the West Indies, 
Barbados) 

— 2012 scholarship (MSc. Tourism with Project 
Management, University of the West Indies, 
Barbados 

I decided to pursue studies in tourism because I enjoyed 
meeting new people and I felt that being a part of this industry 
would allow me to meet a myriad of persons from different 
cultures. The grant that I received from the Caribbean Tourism 
Organization (CTO) has facilitated to complete undergraduate 
studies in Hospitality and Tourism Management at the 
University of the West Indies. The CTO is a wonderful 
organization and I fully commend their support of persons 
whose passion is education at is relates to tourism. To all 
those who had a hand in my achievement, especially those at 
the CTO who made it possible for me to receive the grant, 
thank you. 
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  Through a mutually beneficial strategic partnership, the 
Caribbean Tourism Organization Foundation (CTO) 

and Ryff Music have teamed up to create 
the ‘Love the Music’ Compilation CD 
project. The CD features vibrant music 

that represents the best of the 
Caribbean culture presented by artistes 

from CTO member countries. The 
compilation project promotes aspects of 

Caribbean culture through music and 
spoken word.  

Portions of the proceeds from the CD sales 
will go to support the CTO Foundation. The 

CD includes a respected roster of the 
Caribbean’s best artist including:  

Dollarman (Grenada) who is the featured artist 
on the songs ‘Rock this 

Party’ and ‘Soundz of Freedom’; Singing Melody (Jamaica); Kamau Georges (British 
Virgin Islands) one of the BVI’s most talented artist and producers; B (Bahamas) one of the 
Bahamas most popular artist; Aloe Blacc (Panamanian) whose song ‘I Need a Dollar’ is the 
theme song for the HBO hit show ‘How to Make it in America’; Lazo (Dominica) won a Juno 
Award in 2000 for Best Reggae Recording for ‘Heart and Soul’; Fae Simon (Carriacou and 
Jamaica) the UK’s upcoming artist and several other artistes top out the roster of the 
Caribbean’s best; Giles (Bermuda) whose song ‘Bermudian Gal’ was a big radio hit and still 
enjoys radio play on Bermuda’s Hot 107.5’s; Adrian Dutchin (Guyana) the number one Soca 
artist from Guyana. Adrian won the soca monarch three times and the road march twice.  

 

For more information on how to purchase your own copy go to www.onecaribbean.org 

FUND RAISING ACTIVITY “ LOVE THE MUSIC COMPILATION CD” 

PhD candidate Roché Mahon won the Lincoln University Thr3sis Grand Final for 2013, 
receiving $1,000 in prize money and a trip to Sydney, Australia in October to represent 
the University in the trans-Tasman competition. 
 

Thr3sis is a competition with growing global appeal which requires Master’s and PhD 
students to answer the question ‘What are you researching?’ in three minutes or less. 
As well as the time constraint, competitors are only allowed one presentation slide and 
cannot use any additional aids. 

Competitors are judged on communication style, comprehension and engagement. 
Roché’s presentation was entitled ‘Small islands, big problems’ and focused on the 
growing impact climate change is having on small Caribbean islands heavily depend-
ent on beach tourism. Through her research, Roché is providing policymakers with the 

evidence they need to develop effective policy interventions that address the core factors behind why hoteliers en-
gage in this risky behaviour.  
 

“Awesome!,” was how Roché described her win, going on to thank a receptive and engaging audience and vowing 
to do her best to make the University proud in Sydney.  
 

Roché received a grant from the CTO Foundation in 2002 to do her BSc in Tourism Management. When compli-
mented on her presentation success, Roché responded “CTO is the catalyst for this great evolution in my life. I will 
always remember you fondly for that”. 

Roche Mahon, PHD Candidate 
at Lincoln University,         
Christchurch, New Zealand 

FLYING THE CARIBBEAN FLAG HIGH:  BIG PROBLEM IN LITTLE TIME-  
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY  THR3SIS  WINNER 



  

Support the CTO Foundation TODAY! 

We’ll be happy to receive your contribution to this very im-
portant cause.   Sign up now and support the future leaders of 
Caribbean tourism. 

Name: ___________________________________________________  Title: __________________________________________ 

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________________________ State/Province:_________________ Zip:____________ 

Phone: ______________________ Fax: _____________________ Email:  ____________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $_________  Bill my: [   ] AMEX   [   ] MC   [   ] Visa   [   ] Discover  card in the amount of US  $_________ 

Card No. ______________________________________________________________________ Exp. Date:________________ 

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM JACQUELINE JOHNSON, CHAIR OF THE CTO FOUNDATION 
TO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

 I am pleased to welcome two new members to the CTO Foundation Board of Directors. They 

bring with them a wealth of knowledge, experience and expertise that will carry our organization 
forward and advance our Foundation’s mission.  

Since the Foundation launch in 1997, it has provided scholarships and study grants to deserving 
Caribbean nationals in excess of US $700,000. The money spent has been raised from various 
fund-raising efforts and 
through the very generous 
support of major corporations 
like American Express, 
American Airlines, LIAT,  
Interval  International and 
Monroe College.  

I implore you to join me, the Board 
of Directors and all the members of 

the Caribbean Tourism Organization family to support 
the CTO Foundation as we further the education of 
Caribbean nationals and equip them to lead their 
countries to greater prosperity.  There is nothing more 
important that one can do today than prepare for 
tomorrow. 

 

 

  

 

Learn more about the CTO 
and the CTO Foundation at 

www.onecaribbean.org    
www.onecaribbean.org  

CTO’S FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Jacqueline Johnson, Chairperson, MarryCaribbean.com 

Sylma Brown Bramble, Treasurer, Caribbean Tourism Organi-

zation 

Bonita Morgan, Secretary, Caribbean Tourism Organization 

Barry Brown, Afar Magazine 

Barbara Gillam, Barbara Gillam Public Relations 

Elga Sharpe, City of Los Angeles 

Gordon Shirley, University of the West Indies 

Lisa Weier, Condé Nast Traveler 

Michele Paige, Florida-Caribbean Cruise Association 

Neil Kolton, Interval International 

Richard Kahn, Kahn Travel Communications 

Samantha Goldberg, Celebrity Event Designer 

Travel + Leisure  

SAMANTHA GOLDBERG 

   The highly sought after celebrity event de-

signer and television personality, Samantha 

Goldberg, is to put some of her expertise 

towards assisting Caribbean nationals pursu-

ing further studies in tourism related sub-

jects.  

 

Ms. Goldberg, who is currently in her 10th 

season with The Style Network's hit series 

"Whose Wedding Is It Anyway?" airing in 

over 180 countries, plans to use her celebrity 

status to help raise funds for the Foundation. 

She also hosts a new lifestyle adventure talk 

show, "Getting Sassy with Samantha Goldberg,"  featuring na-

tional stylists, top entrepreneurs, acclaimed chefs among others.  

  LISA WEIER 

  Lisa Weier, Advertising Director of 

CondéNast Traveler Magazine, came to 

Condé Nast Traveler in 2010, where she 

has served as integrated travel director, 

managing the international offices in India, 

Asia, The Middle East, and Canada, while 

also managing her own travel accounts. 

She has also spearheaded the integrated 

sales efforts for Concierge.com and the 

launch of CondeNastTraveler.com. 

Jacqueline Johnson 
Chairperson 

Samantha Goldberg 
Board Member 

Lisa Weier, 
Board Member 

 

http://Concierge.com
http://CondeNastTraveler.com

