Sustainable Tourism Round Up
September 2021

Dear Tourism Colleague,
The Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) looks forward with great anticipation to the continued recovery
and resurgence of Caribbean Tourism, noting the strides being made by the international medical community
and efforts by regional governments in developing relevant protocols and response strategies. This
September edition of the Sustainable Tourism Roundup features information and updates relevant to
sustainable tourism product development and various resources to support your ongoing efforts and initiatives
in response to COVID-19. You are encouraged to take action where appropriate and to disseminate this
information widely for the benefit of all tourism stakeholders.

CTO INITIATIVES
WORLD TOURISM DAY
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
The Caribbean Tourism Organization in
collaboration with The University of the West
Indies and regional partners have joined
together to host a virtual one-day conference
in celebration of World Tourism Day 2021
under the theme The Future of Caribbean
Tourism – Redefining the Three S’s.
One of the main objectives of the conference
is to commemorate World Tourism Day 2021
through a collaborative initiative among key
development agencies that support tourism in
the Caribbean thereby demonstrating the
2021 theme of “Tourism for Inclusive Growth”
and provide an opportunity for meaningful
discussions among tourism businesses,
policy makers, destinations planners and
marketers, regional and international tourism
partners, academia and civil society on the
rebuilding and futuristic outlook for Caribbean
tourism.
For Registration and additional Information:
https://www.onecaribbean.org/eventscalendar/caribbean-world-tourism-day-2021

REGIONAL & INTERNATIONAL
PARTNER INITIATIVES

Caribbean Climate Outlook
Newsletter

CARPHA Situation Report No. 192
Report by the Caribbean Public Health Agency
(CARPHA)

Situation Report No. 192 on the Coronavirus
Pandemic in the Caribbean as at September 13,
published by the Caribbean Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) can be downloaded using this link:
Situation Report No. 192 – September 13, 2021
CARPHA in its role as the regional public health
agency for the Caribbean has produced various
information resources and tools. Please visit the
CARPHA website for updates and toolkits including
Technical Guidance Documents, Prevention
Measures and Travel Advisories, via the following
website:
https://carpha.org/What-We-Do/PublicHealth/Novel-Coronavirus

Caribbean Drought Bulletin

Please see the latest drought outlook from the
Caribbean Institute for Metrology and Hydrology
(CIMH) covering the 3-month period, May-July
2021. We encourage you to pay keen attention/
take the appropriate actions if and where
necessary. Click HERE to access the latest
drought bulletin.

The CariCOF Climate Outlook for September to
November 2021 is now available online on
the Caribbean
Regional
Climate
Centre's
website and can be accessed here.
The latest climate outlook products include
the Temperature and Precipitation Outlook Maps,
the Drought Outlook, the Wet Days & Wet Spells
Outlook, the Experimental Dry Spell Outlook, and
The Caribbean Climate Outlook Newsletter (PDF
download of the Newsletter here).
Summary
for
the
upcoming
3-month
period, September-November 2021: The second
half of the wet/hurricane season is forecast to have
frequent wet days and wet spells and ample
tropical cyclone activity in Belize and the Caribbean
Islands. This results in frequent disruptions of
outdoor activities and rising water levels in soils,
rivers and reservoirs. However, the potential for
flash floods, long-term flooding and cascading
impacts is high. In addition, through September in
the Bahamas and Greater Antilles and through
October in the Lesser Antilles, heat stress will be
peaking during heat waves. By contrast, this period
marks the hot, dry season in the Guianas. Yet,
higher than usual numbers of wet spells may lead
to slow regression of any flood waters.

Sargassum Outlook – August 2021
University of South Florida Optical Oceanography Lab

Attached is the Sargassum Outlook for August 2021.
The Sargassum outlook for August 2021 and for the
next couple of months. Overall, Sargassum amount
continued to decrease, but August 2021 showed the
highest amount among all previous August months.

In this issue we will feature one aspect of
Mitigating Against Climate Change
Carbon Neutral Tourism
The objective: To allow Caribbean tourism to support a carbon free
environment and to compensate for its carbon impact.
Strategic Interventions & Best Practices Guidelines:
1. Policy & Programmes
-

Carbon Offsetting Programmes for Flights to/within the Region:
Carbon Footprint Assessment:
Carbon Zero Policy
Special Events Carbon Offsetting
Promote Carbon Offsetting
Caribbean Airlines’ Carbon Offsetting Programmes

2. Funding Carbon Neutral Tourism
-

Community & Energy Efficiency Project Funding
Carbon Offsetting Funds
Carbon Offset Levy/Carbon Neutral Funding
Capitalize on Travel Philanthropy
Other Funding Mechanisms

3. Carbon Absorption and Sequestration: Trees
Pursue a policy of improving, upgrading and expanding green spaces
in tourism areas and encouraging resorts and tourism businesses to
do likewise on their property; increase the sector’s contribution to
sequestering GHGs by supporting forest management, vertical forests
in city areas, and afforestation and reforestation programmes where
possible in tourism destinations; and collaborate with tourism
stakeholders including visitors and the educational sector to
encourage tree planting schemes as an approach to building carbon
sinks (one large tree can supply a day’s worth of oxygen for four (4)
people and absorb a significant amount of harmful gases).

4. Maximizing Carbon Sinks: Ocean
Support and work with other public, private, NGO and community
stakeholders to achieve increasingly carbon-free environments at the
destination level by supporting the role of the marine ocean
environment as a carbon sink.

We are still in the Hurricane
Season – Stay Alert and Let’s
do our part to Mitigate
Climate Change!
This feature was taken from
Information on Climate Smart
Action included in the CTO’s
Caribbean Sustainable Tourism
Policy
and
Development
Framework: Chapter 7: Policy &
Development Framework for
Climate Smart Action
http://ourtourism.onecaribbean.
org/resources

Caribbean Tourism Climatic Bulletin
A Joint Bulletin by the Caribbean
Tourism Organization, the Caribbean
Hotel & Tourism Association and the
Caribbean Institute for Meteorology
and Hydrology.

The purpose of this bulletin is to
help tourism businesses and
policymakers identify and prepare
for favourable or inclement
climate
conditions
in
the
Caribbean and source markets,
before they occur.
It is recommended that industry
stakeholders use the seasonal
climate forecast information for
the upcoming period (September
- November 2021) presented in
this Bulletin in tandem with
weather forecasts (1-7 days). This suite of information can inform strategic and operational decisions related to
the use of environmental resources, marketing, and enhancement of the visitor experience.

Please use this link to download the current bulletin and previous issues: Climate Change – OneCaribbean.org
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